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It was indeed an honor to be elected (or 

conscripted, if you will) as president of the 

Plantation Driving Club.  We have gotten off 

to a good start in planning and actually 

conducting some hands on activities that 

are particularly geared to those members 

who are just starting or are relatively new 

to driving.  One of my goals is to keep 

things low key and to hold several fun 

drives in new and interesting venues.  We 

are also thinking about taking an old time 

train trip to western MD to visit a museum 

and to enjoy the scenery and each other‟s 

company sometime this year.  One of my 

key goals is to get to work on a project that 

Stim started and that I should have com-

pleted by now:  a history of Plantation Driv-

ing Club.  The club has a rich history that 

coincides with the revival of driving in the 

United States.  Not many in the driving 

world know that we did some very ambi-

tious shows and CDEs in the early 80s and 

even had Tom Ryder as a judge!  Likewise, 

not many are aware of the tremendous 

equine athletes owned by members of our 

club in the early days--now almost forty 

years ago!  Smokey, the Morgan stallion, 

owned by Pat Fulcher certainly was a phe-

nomenal driving horse that had no equal in 

those days.  Slippers, the Welsh mare, 

owned by Betty Taylor was the most incredi-

ble pony I have ever seen and competed 

successfully in virtually all of the local driving 

shows.  Jingles, the Morgan mare, owned by 

Elbert Hayden, was unbeatable in distance 

driving and could easily have won many 

pleasure shows had Elbert elected to com-

pete in them.  Likewise, Pippen, a Morgan 

gelding owned by Debbie Spalding was a 

fantastic equine that won in many venues 

and is still with us today.  Had any of these 

owners possessed the time and resources to 

compete in the early events particularly in 

New England, the driving world would have 

taken note.  It is important to preserve the 

memory of these fantastic equines as well 

as the early human members of PDC who 

contributed so much to the revival of driving 

in Southern MD and the Northern Neck of 

VA.  In any event, I am most interested in 

preserving this rich history of our 

club.  Cheers,  

     Ed 

Lets have as many members as possible 

show at the Southern Maryland Horse As-

sociation show on July 18 at the Prince 

Georges Equestrian Center in Upper Marl-

boro, MD.  Lets show club support for get-

ting ADS approved judges at this 

show. http://www.smhahorseshow.com/

SaturdayShows.htm..  There is also the an-

nual ADS Meeting at  Morven Park, VA on 

August 7-9.    We‟re looking for ideas for 

future meetings.  What would you like to do 

or work on?  Any dates in mind?  Please let 

Ed or Susan know. 

Upcoming Events 

A Word From the Whip 
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policy and the club should get the policy from 

Randy. 

 

New Business  

1. Introductions: Because we had some new or 

returning members present it was suggested 

that all attending introduce themselves with a 

bit of background.  That was done. 

2. It was noted that Tom Horrigan was unable 

to attend but is rejoining.  Michele Novack 

was also unable to attend but wants to con-

tinue as a member (Ed told of her lessons 

with Bill Long and the National Drive).  Jane 

Klemer is apparently in the Southern Mary-

land Hospital Center presently and expected 

to return home soon.  We all wish her well and 

hope she returns to good health and is able to 

join us.  Susan noted that the Lowes had 

called with regrets at not being able to attend 

and indicated that the Mocks were in NC.  

We‟re hoping they will join. 

3. Election of officers: 

Å President ð Chris was asked if she was in-

terested and declined the offer.  Mandy 

Woods nominated Ed Hopkins and Lana 

seconded the nomination. Aileen Hopkins 

nominated Kerry Childers who declined the 

nomination.  There were no other nomina-

tions and Ed was voted president unani-

mously. 

Å Vice President ð Ruth Sadler nominated 

Lana Tuschmann and Aileen seconded the 

nomination.  There were no other nomina-

tions and Lana was unanimously voted as 

vice president. 

Å Secretary and Treasurer ð Aileen Hopkins 

asked that Susan continue as secretary and 

Mandy continue as treasurer.   Ed seconded 

the nominations and, as there were no oth-

ers, Susan Kreckman and Mandy Woods 

were voted as Secretary and Treasurer re-

spectively.  

4. Aileen said that she received a notification 

My Lady‟s Manor Driving Club that two of the 

Southern Maryland Horse Association shows 

this year were going to have ADS qualified 

judges for driving. They will not be ADS 

events, but they will be geographically close 

and would be a good measure of our horses 

January 25, 2009   

Call to order –  

1. Chris Yee, as vice president, called the 

meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.   

2. Attendance. There were 18 attendees with 

2 arriving at a later time, thus providing a 

quorum.  Attending were Kerry Childers, Tony 

Depew and Barbara Hadley (Depew), Carol 

Feimster, Mary and Paul Fiebig, Ed and 

Aileen Hopkins, Susan Kreckman, Carolin 

and Clyde Oglesby, Robert Root, Ruth Sadler, 

Debbie Spalding, Lana Tuschmann, Mandy 

Woods, and Chris Yee. 

 

Treasurer‟s Report – Mandy Woods  

1. The treasury contains $459.86 at present.  

That number does not contain any member-

ship dues from the 2009 year. 

 

Secretary‟s Report – Susan Kreckman 

1. The last meeting was the annual meeting 

on 1/19/2008 at Chris Yee‟s home.    

2. Susan was asked to read the high lights 

from the annual meeting minutes last year 

which was done. 

3. Susan mailed welcome letters and by-laws 

to new members on 1/23/2008 last year. 

4. Reported mailing application for the 2008 

Southern Maryland Equine Guide and pro-

vided copies for members who wished to 

pick them up. 

5. Reported receiving and emailing/mailing 

postcards of information for the PDC Tour of 

the Bowie/Belair Stable Museum on 

2/24/2008. 

6. Reported emailing/mailing membership 

roster on 4/28/2008.  

7. Reported emailing/mailing postcards re-

garding Margie Silvers‟ passing and her fu-

neral arrangements. 

 

Old Business 

1. Lana indicated that she had driving calen-

dars for 2009 at $10.00 each for those who 

ordered them and she had extras if anyone 

wanted to buy one. She will donate proceeds 

to the club. 

2. Susan asked who had the insurance for 

the club.  It was decided that Randy had the 

Annual Meeting  
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and ponies and driving, and it would be good 

to support these events.  Dana Bright will be 

judging on April 25 and Anne Councill will be 

judging on July 18.  Aileen will send the notifi-

cation to Susan to disperse to the member-

ship.   

5. Survey  - Susan mentioned that Lana had 

sent her a survey used in 2006 to find out 

what kind of activities the membership was 

interested in pursuing.   Chris suggested that 

rather than sending a survey out, since so 

many were attending the meeting, that we 

discuss the various activities on the survey.  

The following are items on the survey: 

1)  Discussion of horse health issues – very 

little interest. 

2)  Dressage clinic with a “fix a test” judging 

– 30% interested. 

3)  CDE clinic > what you need to know and 

practice driving hazards and cones – 25% 

interested. 

4)  Intro to Pleasure showing with turnout 

clinic and practice classes – 40% inter-

ested.  There are several people who do not 

really know how to get started so we de-

cided to devote some time this spring to 

helping some of those people get started.  A 

show of hands indicated that most people 

have transportation for their horse, and 

Aileen and Ed offered Sam Hill Farm as a 

venue as they have an indoor arena and 

CDE hazards, etc.  Ed would like the horses 

to have some long rein training first. 

5)  Driving video presentation – many inter-

ested as a cold or foul weather activity. 

6)  Field Trips – many interested. Locations 

suggested were Kluge carriage collection in 

Charlottesville and Morven Park collection. 

7)  Picnic drives – agreed were fun. 

8)  Long reining clinic – Some interest but 

not as much as other items. 

9)  Harness/carriage care and maintenance 

– Interest shown. Ed noted that it should 

say Harness / Carriage Selection, care and 

maintenance. 

10)  Lessons for horse and driver, i.e., driv-

ing clinics – Lot of interest.  Ed suggested 

that we see if Olaf Nyby would consider a 

clinic or lessons for the club, perhaps in the 

fall.  Ed was very impressed by Olaf‟s pres-

entation at the National Drive in 2008.  

Debbie will contact Shelley Rekow for clinic 

prices and availability.   

6. Susan noted that our club brochure was 

outdated.  Lana said she had the original bro-

chure info and would update contacts.  

7. Susan also noted that some clubs were 

members of other clubs so that they got infor-

mation of events.  The membership felt that 

we had enough members of other clubs within 

our own membership to make that unneces-

sary. 

8. Newsletter –  

Å Kerry Childers will continue with the news-

letter.  She noted that she was unable to do 

it at the beginning of last year and had not 

received any information for a fall newslet-

ter.   

Å She asked if we would be interested in hav-

ing members list on the site that was pass-

word protected so that members only could 

access the list.  The consensus was that 

was a good idea. 

Å It was decided to have a quarterly newslet-

ter with the first one to be at the end of 

March.  All articles should be in to Kerry by 

the end of the first week of the month when 

the newsletter will be published, i.e. March 

7, June 6, September 5, and December 5, 

2009.     

Å Everyone is to write what theyõve been do-

ing, however small, and get to Kerry by 

March 7. 

9. Earn club funds – Two persons offered to 

have their personal information used by 

Southern States to join their program that of-

fers monetary rebates for turning in Proof of 

Purchase on their feed purchases.  Please 

retain the proof of purchases from the bags 

for our club!  

10. Planned gatherings –  

Å A meeting will be held on Feb 22 at 1:00 

p.m. at the Hopkins‟ Sam Hill Farm.  We will 

be assisting drivers, especially beginners, in 

harnessing and putting to carriage for those 

bringing horses.  If the weather does not 

cooperate we will view driving videos.   

Å A meeting will be held on Mar 22 at 1:00 

p.m. at the Hopkins‟ Sam Hill Farm.  It will 

be the same deal. 

Annual Meeting (continued from page 2) 
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Annual Meeting (continued from page 3) 

Å Please, try to notify either Ed or Aileen or me 

a couple of days in advance of the meeting 

if you are planning on bringing horses so 

they can have some idea of what space, 

etc., will be required.  Also if you are plan-

ning of actively assisting, it might be good to 

know in advance how many would be com-

mitting to that.   

Å We will plan further events at those meet-

ings.  

Å If you need directions to Sam Hill Farm 

please contact me, Susan Kreckman, 

28610 Point Lookout Rd, Leonardtown, MD 

20650, skreckman_PDC@verizon.net, © 

301-751-8991 or home, 301-997-0085 

(but make sure my mother gets your name 

correctly – she doesn‟t hear well).   You can 

contact Ed and Aileen Hopkins at hop-

kins@olg.com , 301-290-1877, or 9920 

Trinity Church Road, Charlotte Hall, MD 

20622 . 

 

Adjournment:  Motion was made at about 3:45 

pm for adjournment by Susan and seconded 

by Aileen. 

Event Reports 

Small hill, good for driving 

Small possible stream 

 

 

Rosaryville State Park, 2/24/2008 

There was a visit to Rosaryville State Park on way 

to Belair Stable Museum to assess its usability for 

driving club events and to see if it could be a possi-

ble drive/show site.  It looked good.  The riding 

club has dressage equipment that we might be 

able to use.  The trails seemed wide enough.  Visit 

was arranged through Old Peoples Riding Club, 

Michele Novack. 

Dressage Equipment 
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Belair Stable Museum, 2/24/2008 

Belair Stable was the home of Nashua and carriage 

driving Clydesdales. Approximately 7-8 members at-
tended the guided tour.  Afterwards, they visited Belair 
Mansion.Club and helped identify harness pieces for 
carriage horses.  

Carriage 

Debbie looking at the stall wing 

 

 

 

Harness bridle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible water hazard 

Walking toward the open field 

Note width of woods trails 
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Nashua‟s stall (TB Stallion/racehorse) 

Carol Feimster 

To put it bluntly this has been a bad year for work-

ing out with my horses!  After surgery in Nov of 07, I 

thought the summer would be better...not.  The hip 

still is a bother and the winter only proved life could 

get more complicated!  Mom is on the mend from a 

bad fall and the really good thing about the whole 

year is that the animals have been healthy.  Thanks 

to the ever loving and thoughtful Aileen!  Let us re-

build a more positive outlook for the summer and 

hope for rewarding days with my four legged family!!  

It may take some encouragement and "nagging", 

but I will be making an effort!  PS...Feel free to have 

an open house nag session (it may be a require-

ment!)!! 

 

Susan Kreckman 

GRASS! GRASS! GRASS! GRASS LESSONS! 

 

It‟s the time of year for lovely green sprouting grass 

for our equine pals.  It‟s wonderful and can be, at 

the same time, a harbinger of difficult times ahead.  

Probably everyone in our club has had horses 

longer than I have and knows a great deal of the 

following information. But for those who don‟t, oh, 

what I‟ve learned in a few short years and there‟s so 

much more to learn.  Please keep in mind when 

reading this that Mac has been boarded with excel-

lent care since I purchased him in August 2005 

from a well-known Haflinger breeder/dealer.  He 

had been part of a large herd of Haffies in Dela-

ware. 

 

My now 11-yr old Mighty Mac MID started with 

chippy hooves in May of 2006 after a delightfully 

warm and moist spring.  What seemed to be just 

chippy hooves that could not hold shoes really was 

a signal that there was more of a problem around 

the corner.  This is not a normal thing for Haflingers 

who are pretty well known for solid hooves. 

 

After being driven from 9/2005 into spring of 

2006, Mac‟s shoes were removed in mid-May, 

2006, after having chipped hooves and losing 

many shoes; he didn‟t have enough hoof wall to be 

shod again until September, after which he kept 

losing shoe after shoe between trimmings.  The 

farrier was a very frequent visitor.  That May he was 

started on Biotin ZM™ and a liquid external hoof 

heal.  In December he was started on Farrier‟s For-

mula™. By January his hooves looked like below. 

No nails for those, so I drove on grass! 

     

 
Also emailed an equine nutritionist regarding feet 

and she suggested giving him Alfalfa for protein.  

After two weeks on Alfalfa he got crazy (spooking at 

shadows, etc.).  Stopped Alfalfa slowly.  

 

On April 3, 2007 Mac finally got enough hoof for 

front shoes.  On 4/4, started Mac on A-B-C Hoof™ 

supplement (Advanced Biological Concepts).  Drove 

him but he was getting intermittently flaky (didn‟t 

want to stand still sometimes).  On 7/24 Mac fi-

nally got shoes on all four hooves.  On 7/25 had 

Member Reports 
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first of two horrid carriage accidents which luckily 

only broke a couple of my fingers, but damaged car-

riages and a truck, and thank goodness did not 

physically hurt Mac, complements of Chris and Herb 

Yee. But he was psychologically in big trouble after 

the second accident on 8/6.  Mac, with Ed Hopkins 

help, went to Bill Long in Southern Pines, N.C. on 

8/31. 

 

I cannot say enough good things about Bill Long 

and his ability with horses and to bring the Mac I 

knew back to me.  He took Mac off of the A-B-C 

Hoof about the last week of September and it took 

another 3-4 weeks for Mac to even begin to be 

calmer and not look „shell shocked‟ (my words).  He 

had him back to driving early on and by the time he 

came home in early November, 2007, he was pretty 

much the horse I knew and loved before.  By the 

way, A-B-C Hoof contains Alfalfa which I now know is 

deadly to Mac‟s disposition; Grass/Hay Lesson #1. 

 

Drove Mac during spring of 2008 and replaced a 

lost shoe a couple of days before taking him to an 

Olaf Nyby clinic at Fair Hill on 5/9.  On 6/13 he lost 

his left front shoe and the hoof was repaired and 

shoe replaced.  On 6/16 he lost his right front shoe.  

On 6/19 he lost his left front shoe again.  The front 

hooves were trimmed and shoes left off.  On 6/24 

he lost his left rear shoe.  On 6/27 the lone right 

rear shoe was removed, all hooves filed and he was 

left barefoot.   

 

On 7/3 a local vet did radiographs of the rear 

hooves (where shoe last fell off).  Used clamps on 

front feet which showed slight flinches.  He reported 

that the radiographs showed a “slight deviation in 

coffin bone, probably caused by old injury” and 

there was nothing abnormal otherwise.  Mac contin-

ued to show even more cracks in hooves and I 

found out on 7/10 that he was so sore footed that 

he laid down in his stall after eating his evening 

meals.  Made an appointment for 7/18 with Dr. M. 

Norris Adams at the Marion Dupont Scott Equine 

Center in Leesburg, VA, for digital x-rays and evalua-

tion. On 7/14 started him on aspirin and muzzle at 

Chris Yee‟s suggestion.  Mac rear hooves 

7/12/2008 below: 

   

The diagnosis per evaluation and x-rays showed 

“rotation in the coffin bone in relation to the hoof 

capsule in all four feet with the LF being the worst”.  

Chronic laminitis is permanent.  Blood work for Cush-

ings, EMS, and thyroid dysfunction came back show-

ing results within ranges – however, he was not fast-

ing when the blood was drawn.  “Corrective/

supportive shoeing is an important aspect of his im-

mediate foot care”.  Diet changes were required to 

decrease Mac‟s non-structural carbohydrate (NSC) 

intake.  This includes “soaking of hay 15-20 min be-

fore eating, muzzling, and limiting excess carbohy-

drates”.  This means muzzling in Spring and Fall.  For 

your reference below is part of x-ray take of LF. 

    

 
 

Upon start of hay soaking and continued muzzling 

with no grain, Mac started to improve.  He again was 

taken to Leesburg on 7/30 for an appointment with 

a farrier with the Forging Ahead group.  Glue-on alu-

minum shoes were put on his front hooves with a 

thin Styrofoam pad between the hoof and shoe. The 

heels of the hooves, especially on the front, were cut 

down.  The rear hooves were left barefoot after trim-

ming.  Crossapol™ liquid hoof hardener was sug-

gested 2-3 times weekly.  See picture of shoe on LF 

from bottom above. 

 

Three total sets of glue-on front shoes were used 

and the last shoeing by Paul Goodness of Forging 



Ahead was done on the front hooves on 10/10 and 

consisted of nailed aluminum shoes with a thick but 

slightly flexible plastic panel with a frog pad be-

tween the hoof and shoe.  Silicone was put between 

the hoof and the plastic panel.  My local farrier has 

continued with the aluminum shoes and silicone 

and frog pad. 

 

Mac has an appointment to have x-rays done again 

on 4/18 this year and have Paul Goodness again 

shoe him and make further therapeutic recommen-

dations if necessary.  Right now his hooves look the 

best that I‟ve seen since owning him.  But it‟s about 

time to muzzle again (Spring and Fall) because of 

that good grass! Grass Lesson #2. 

 

Thanks to a great many folks including Debbie Spal-

ding, and Chris and Herb Yee for supporting my vis-

its to Leesburg, and the Hopkins for various jaunts 

off the farm, and to my own farrier, Pat Riffle, for 

helping to heal my wonderful Mac.  And thanks to 

Chris and her barn help for soaking Mac‟s hay 

through the long, cold winter. 

 

For information on grass and NSCs see website 

http://www.safergrass.org/ which I think has some 

really good information in the articles.  See club 

member, Mandy Woods, for information of NSCs 

(she gave me website) and IR; she‟s passionate 

about it!  

 

Kerry Childers  
This past year has been a very hectic for me and 

none of it is due to my horses.  First, in February 

(2008), my mother had a major stroke.  It was very 

bad and she almost didn‟t make it.  After extended 

stays in the hospital and a nursing home for PT, she 

finally made it to our house at the beginning of April.  

Unfortunately, soon after, Dementia set in (caused 

by the stroke) and we were not able to handle her 

safely.  We moved her to a Dementia care unit in an 

assisted living facility in North Stafford, VA in the 

beginning of June.   After a few trips to the hospital, 

she finally stabilized and has been doing as well as 

can be expected for someone in her condition.  

Needless to say, during this time, all horse activities 

stopped.  It seemed like my life stopped too.   

 

During this time the rest of my free moments were 

taken up with my daughter.  She just turned 3 this 

month and is still quite a time hog but at least now I 

can groom a horse with her around so things have 

improved there also.   

Last fall, my horses started falling apart on me too.  

My old TB, who is 26, foundered out of the blue in 

November.  We had him tested for Cushings in Janu-

ary and sure enough, that is what he has.  Unfortu-

nately, he is not an easy keeper, hates anything that 

is not grass or Triple Crown Senior, so it has been 

quite a challenge adjusting his diet.  He also has 

COPD so putting him on a dirt paddock is not an op-

tion b/c he can‟t have any dust around him.  We‟ll see 

what happens in the next year with him.  Mandy has 

been a HUGE help! 

 

My other pasture ornament, who has EPSM, started 

colicing fairly often last spring but I figured out that if I 

gave him a very small amount of muscle relaxants 

every 3rd day, he would not.  This was very strange as 

the amount he was getting wasn‟t enough to help a 

human, more less a horse.  I finally got him scoped for 

ulcers in February of this year and he had some irrita-

tion so he went on meds too.  He doesn‟t have any of 

the stress factors in his life to cause them so I am still 

confused where they came from (big pasture orna-

ment).  By now, my vet budget for the entire year is 

blown and I haven‟t even done spring shots yet!  He‟s 

doing better and is now on a maintenance dose of 

Ulcergard.   

 

Last fall I wanted to show my mare, the only healthy 

one, in the VA State Fair.  I had asked a high-schooler 

to help get her started over fences so she had been 

doing some work up until late July and then I took 

over.  I didn‟t have much time to work with her so she 

didn‟t get a lot of work before the fair but she‟s a 

fairly level-headed draft cross (3/4 Perch) so I en-

tered her in a halter class, a w/t/c riding class (even 

though we don‟t canter), and a driving class (even 

though she hadn‟t been driven in 2 years or so and 

she is still green anyway).  Sometimes I do stupid 

things but as I said, she is fairly level-headed and the 

competition isn‟t that tough at the State Fair.  I did 

hook her up to the carriage once before the Fair so 

she remembered what she was supposed to do and 

as expected, she did fine.  Well, she did well in halter, 

blew a lead in the under-saddle class but surprised 

the heck out of me by winning her driving class.   

 

I did foxhunt her this fall until I tore my ribs up on 

Thanksgiving day playing with my daughter and she is 

getting ridden now about once a week.  I haven‟t had 

time to hook her up to the carriage since the State 

Fair but hopefully I‟ll get around to it sooner or later.  

There is never a dull moment in my house.   

 

Note:  The membership list has been placed on the 

Membership area of the website.  E-mail 

donkerry@crosslink.net for the password. 
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